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Dear Readers, 
 
Hello… here is the latest issue of our famous ‘Mountaineer” hot off the press. We should 
really be saying cold off the press – the weather has been so wild and woolly lately. We have 
periodically been experiencing very high winds accompanied by flooding of the Goulburn 
River, which we have some pictureS to show you. Those frightful frosts often made us reluc-
tant to get out of bed in the mornings. There were many frozen and burst pipes around town to 
contend with. We were fortunate that flood damage is not too bad here. Our hearts go out to 
people at Licola, Newry and such places whose properties and businesses have been affected 
by floods. 
 
The long weekend in June was very busy in Woods Point – the busiest we have seen for 
awhile. The Kooweerup Motorcycle club boys once again stayed at the Commercial Hotel to 
boost the visitor numbers. The weather stayed fine most of the time so that was great for the 
many campers, as well as patrons staying at Richmond Retreat and Gap Getaway to enjoy 
what the town has to offer more so. 
 
We endeavour to make visitors feel welcome to our tiny mountain township, handing out mud 
maps, information in this magazine, as well as chatting away to visitors. We are thrilled when 
people come back to see us again and again... 
 
We welcome photos, historic snippets, why I love Woods Point stories, candid camera photos 
(any great holiday shots) etc. Send to Mountaineer Crew C/- Post Office Woods Point, Vic 
3723. or you can email to woodspoint@hotmail.com. All articles and photos are much appreci-
ated. 
 
Until next issue, 
Drive safely and enjoy springtime in ‘the Point’. 
 
The Mountaineer Crew. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS MAN?  
 
 
 

This man is Patrick Hearn, he has been missing 
since July 2007. According to Victoria Police Ser-
geant Paul Dart and a few locals Patrick was last 
sighted around the Woods Point - Gaffneys Creek 
area walking towards Jamieson. If anyone has any 
information about the whereabouts or any sightings 
to report please contact Doncaster Police on (03) 
88413999 

 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN JUNE 
 

Due to bushfires surrounding us in December the annual Carols in Woods Point was cancelled. 
However on Saturday 9th of June 2007 a belated Christmas carol service was held to make up 
for this disappointment. Many people braved the cold, venturing up the steep hill to St Johns 
Church here in Woods Point. 
 
The church was filled to capacity with both locals and holiday makers alike. The tiny candles 
flickered away as children and adults sung their hearts out. 
 
The interior of the newly painted church together with the vases of flowers looked resplendent 
as suitable back drops for the singing. The service once again was officiated by Father Mi-
chael. At the conclusion of the carols a visit was made by none other than Father Christmas—
much to the delight of the children!! They all joined in to sing the last song of the night, ably 
accompanied by the organ and guitar playing that added to the enjoyment of the evening 
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Article Above Courtesy of High Country Times 18/7/07 

Article courtesy of High Country Times 1/8/07 
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Disclaimer 
Please note that the views expressed in some articles and by some contributors are not necessarily those of 
the Woods Point Progress Association, and that the Woods Point Progress Association does not provide 
warrant, vouch, certification or guarantee over any information, goods or services advertised or published 
in The Mountaineer.  
The Woods Point Progress Association Inc. is a Registered Incorporated Association. 
Registered Number A0007312C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPDATE ON MORNING STAR GOLD MINE 
 

Morning Star Gold N.L. has completed the refurbishment program on its historic Morning Star 
mine at Woods Point, which has been dewatered down to the brow of the 10 Level under-
ground or around 300 metres deep. All underground infrastructures to this key level of the fa-
mous gold mine have been totally re-built. The underground team, led by the inimitable Ray-
mond Wright, has done a fantastic job on this 1st stage of the Woods Point Gold Project. 
 
As the mine shaft & drives have gradually been re-accessed, a comprehensive Channel Sam-
pling Program has been conducted by Chief Geologist Peter Jackson, ably assisted by Fran 
Scott & Darren Croucher. Levels 4 to 9 of the ‘Morning Star’ have been sampled and stunning 
returns averaging over 75 grams per tonne Gold have been recorded on around 200 x 5kg rock 
samples taken to date. Some samples have returned gold assays of higher than 500 grams per 
tonne (or over 15 ounces per tonne). 
 
Surface Drilling is underway on an area to the South of the known limits of the Morning Star 
dyke just across Morning Star Creek from the mine site. The diamond-drilling program will 
initially be of over 2,000 metres. The program is intended to indicate an increase in the histori-
cally known size of the Morning Star gold deposit. 
 
An Underground diamond-drilling program targeting the 'Gap Zone' of the Morning Star mine 
has also commenced in tandem with the surface-drilling program. Morning Star Gold pur-
chased two diamond drills for these programs and they will be operated by the Company’s 
own drilling teams run by Billy Scott. 
 
Morning Star Gold recently acquired the Mining Lease covering the historically significant 
Dempsey and Rose of Denmark Gold prospects just north of Woods Point. 
 
The Company is pleased to have reached this exciting exploration driven stage of the Woods 
Point Gold Project and remains the largest employer in the Woods Point district and is cur-
rently hiring additional members of its exploration team.  
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LEONIE McDONALD’S 21st BIRTHDAY  
THE ‘WEEKENDER BENDER’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leonie and friends celebrated her 21st. On Queens Birthday weekend camped at J.H. Scott Reserve.   
Saturday Brian Prothero picked everyone up in the bus  and went to McAdams Gap. Leonie would 
like to thank Jamie and Rose for the wonderful cake ….  Heather and Brian for their hospitality and 
everyone else. 
 
Cograts to Leonie on graduating in Telephone Counselling and pursuing further study. 

Leonie the  
“Birthday Girl” 

Leonie pictured with her Dad and brother Leonie with family and friends 
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Dawns 60th Birthday at Richmond Retreat 
 

Dawn the Birthday girl, her hus-
band Ray and Brian and Heather 
admiring the terrific spit roast that 
Brian, Heather and friends spent 
most of the day cooking. The guests 
thanked all concerned for taking the 
time to cook this spit roast. Heather 
and Brian must also be thanked for 
providing Richmond Retreat for the 
venue. Their hospitality was great 
as usual. 
 

 
 
As the party continued there 
was this opportunity for a 
perfect postcard shot. Family 
and friends of Rays and 
Dawns, besides the family, 
some of these friends Ray and 
Dawn have known for 30 
years or more, and will know 
for a long time to come.  
Congratulations Dawn on 
your 60th from your family 
and friends. 
 

 
 
Bill Gore announced a speech on 
Dawn’s behalf. Talking about the 
past memories he has had with the 
Wright family in prior years, as Bill 
moved here with his family in the 
80’s. Bill was a police officer here 
back then. He and his family hold 
strong memories of the time he was 
stationed here. Dawn appreciated 
the speech.  
 
The party continued into the night 
as they celebrated Dawns 60th 
Birthday. Congratulations on the 
milestone Dawn. By Gayle Towe 
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My father Allan Hill was a master builder in Dandenong, but when the depression hit on about 1930 
all building activity ceased. So in 1931 Allan Hill, along with his building partner Jim Wathen and his 
brother Alfie moved to Matlock near Woods Point. Here they lived in a shed that was the original as-
sayer’s office at the Loch Fyne mine (Photo below during winter) and worked the chlorinated pyrites 

from the disused gold mine. They 
would separate a variety of miner-
als from the tailings using a 
“wilfrey table”, freight it to 
Bendigo in hessian bags where it 
was smelted down and refined. 
Allan and co would then receive a 
small payment for their labours. 
As this was not sufficient for them 
to live on they were given food 
coupons in Woods Point that al-
lowed them to select food from the 
local grocery. The government 

then reimbursed the grocer. Mail and papers were brought in by packhorse and later by motor vehicle 
driven by Hec Stewart but this was not a regular occurrence in the winter due to snowfalls. They lived 
off the land whenever possible trying such delicacies as possum, Galah, wallaby, currawong, and 
even goanna. Wombat was just too tough!  
 

In 1931 or 1932 Allan and the Wathen Bros were given the task of moving the hall and reposi-
tioning it on the low side of the main street in Woods Point. They did this by using a series of rollers 
and horses pulling the building along the road. When it was in position they rigged a number of block 
and tackles across the Goulburn River and slowly moved it onto the stumps that had already been 
placed in position. A picture exists of this hall in the Museum. It was quite an undertaking for the 
time. But of course it was lost in the 1939 fires as were the two buildings shown here. 

 
 
 
This photograph is believed to 
have been taken c 1930 by my 
Grandfather Tom Hill who 
would have been visiting his 
son at nearby Matlock.  
 
 
 

 

Information supplied By:  Tom Hill 
    PO Box 399 
    Dromana 3930 
    Ph: 5981 8661 
    Email: tomjan@rabbit.com.au

Note this photo was taken in 
snow …. Some people even 
holding snowballs!!! 
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Our Raffles are back!! 
 

Up and Running most Saturday nights, our prizes are all donated by locals with up to 12 chances of winning, 
You can’t miss out!!! $2 a ticket come to the pub to win. 

(Anyone wanting to donate prizes, would be most welcome) 
Here are some photos of our latest winners 
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Reference Riding and Driving at Woods Point 
 
Hello again 
 
Winter is defiantly here, had the first real snowfalls since I’ve been here (two years) and the bloody stuff is 
everywhere. 
 
All the good work DSE did over the autumn period is now covered in snow which inevitably brings down 
more trees. I can advise that tracks on the western side of the Woods Point Mansfield Road are in good condi-
tion with snow above 900 mtrs. You may find the odd tree across so bring that chainsaw and plenty of fuel. 
 
On the East side of the main Road across to Mt. Skene you will find a lot of Track closed notices and espe-
cially on the new Southern fire break which is closed to all vehicles. The Walhalla Road to Mt. Selma Road is 
open (thanks to some intrepid Deer Hunters) I am not aware if it is open to Walhalla however before the snow 
it was ok across to Aberfeldy. 
 
You will find snow at least a foot deep on Mt. Selma, good hard cover. It is getting a bit sloppy below 950 
mtrs though. I did not go any further but I believe you should be able to get through to Licola Jamieson Road 
apart from a few trees. Mt. Skene had about a meter of snow a week ago so I would assume it is now quite 
deep. I do not advise heading for Mt. Skene unless you are well prepared and equipped. You cannot access it 
from Licola I believe but can come over Mt Useful from Heyfield. The Licola Road is damaged from recent 
storms and the good people of Licola must get their food and fuel trucked in, they have none to spare for oth-
ers. 
 
Be aware that the road closed signs are up at Jamieson for this road so you travel at risk of prosecution. Last 
weekend we had a fellow and his wife stuck up at Mt. Skene, although they had camping gear they were ill 
equipped for travelling these parts. The gentleman was using a Nav Man type device instead of appropriate 
maps and even though the device indicated the shortest way to Melbourne it did not advise him of terrain or 
track conditions. He managed to get stuck in the soft deep snow on Skene for two days as I was unable to get 
to him, I did get within 3 klms but they declined to walk down to me so stayed another night. With luck he did 
manage to free himself the next day and so continued to follow his Nav Man until he turned off Licola Road 
and down No 15 logging track which his device indicated was the best way to go. Once they had slid down to 
the Black River they found that on their own without chains or a winch they could go nowhere. Fortunately for 
them he had UHF radio and even with a broken antenna his whispers for help were heard at Matlock. It took 
police and SES volunteers about six hours to get him and his wife out to safety.  
 
The moral is I guess don’t go on your own and be prepared for everything, don’t rely on cheap limited equip-
ment to navigate your way around the Alpine area learn to read a map and get the appropriate one for where 
you are going. You might be unlucky and no one will hear your calls for help. 
 
Happy riding and driving. 
 
K.J. DWIGHT 
Senior Constable 26884 

 
 
 
20 July, 2007 
 
All Riders and Drivers 
 
  
 
 

Woods Point Uniform 
Northeast 

Region 4 (North East) 
Region: 4  

Scott Street 
Woods Point 3723 
Victoria,  Australia 

DX          
Telephone   03 57778235 
Facsimile   03 57778270 

Email   kenneth.dwight@police.vic.gov.au 
www.police.vic.gov.au 
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WANTED TO BUY  
 

House or Building Block 
Woods Point Township 

For Future Retirement Home 
 

  Contact Andrew Merlo  0418-32-50-87 
        Bus. Hrs  (03) 9587-5146 

����������	���
������ �
 

It is better to light one small candle  
than to curse the darkness. 

 
Thought this was relevant due to the number of power outages experienced in 

the Point this winter! 
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GAP HAPPENINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul from Setell walking back to the chopper after having one of Heather’s coffee and Ham-

burgers. He regularly rings up for a meal and arrives within 20 minutes from Emerald. It’s not 
everyday business to have a chopper flying in for a meal but Heather’s Hamburgers at Gap 

Getaway are something to land for. 
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The Woods Point Gun Club con-
tinues to improve their facilities 
for the benefit of the members 
and the Woods Point Commu-
nity.  Many of the improvements 
are not noticeable but they re-
quire quite a lot of volunteer la-
bour and cost.  For example, 
early in the year we removed the 
entire roof, installed insulated foil 
sheet over the battens then re-
placed the roof and fitted new 
flashings and cappings.  We also 
demolished the front verandah 
and rebuilt it with an extension at 
the river end.  At the same time 
we completed some gas works 
and installed a new, well second-
hand really, stove in the 
kitchen.  From the outside there 
is little to show for all of the work 
done but our members regularly 
toil away to make the club house 
that bit more comfortable. 
  
Did you know?  Our club facilities are available for local Community functions, sports days 
etc.  Just contact Ron Martyn in Woods Point or John Wood on 9808 2693 if you would like 
more information. 
  
Our August shoot was the first for a new sponsor, Mansfield Power Equipment, who took 
over the business of Kirley's Chainsaw Service. Call in to see Peter or Laura for a great deal 
on all your mower, chainsaw and other powered equipment needs.  Tell them the Gun Club 
sent you. Our other sponsor for the day was the delightful Kirrily at the Woods Point Com-
mercial Hotel, (aka The Pub in the Scrub, aka The Inn of Pleasure), and her hard working 
beau, Cameron.  Don Woods was one of the founders of the club back in 1970 and he and 
his pub have been long time supporters and sponsors.  Don & Ann's support has been in-
strumental in the  survival and growth of our club and Cameron & Kirrily are keeping that tra-
dition alive.   The last couple of shoots have been cold and bleary but at long last we experi-
enced a fine and sunny shoot day.  
  
The Eye opener saw four shooters, Alan Guppy, Richard Brown, Tom Apps  and Ken Skin-
ner, shoot the 15/15 score and share the cash prize. 
 

Crew of the working bee L - R:  John Wood, Daniel Hardman, 
Phil McDonough, Laurie Poile, Stephen Tonkin, Peter West, 
Shawn Wood, Chuck Lay and Phillip Desmond.  



The first of three events was the 20 target Jericho Double  Barrel Points score Champion-
ship,  Mansfield Power equipment.  No one managed the perfect 60/60 score but Phil 
McDonough, shooting in B Grade, took the championship sash outright with with a score of 
56/60.  Well done Phil!  The other Grade winners were:  AA Grade 1st - Ken Skinner, 2nd - 
Tom Apps.  A Grade 1st  - Mick Ward Ward, 2nd—Phillip Desmond after a shoot off with 
Alan Guppy.  B Grade 1st—Phil McDonough, 2nd - Laurie Poile while in C Grade Kyle Dark, 
a new shooter, was 1st with Richard Brown 2nd.  
 
The 50 target Pub in the Scrub Double Barrel Championship sponsored by the Commercial 
Hotel was shot over two rounds of 25  targets. 
 
This event was much more closely contested but again, no  one managed to shoot every 
target.  The best score was 49/50 by Mick  Ward which was enough for Mick to task the win-
ner's sash and prize.   Another good result for Mick.  Laurie Poile, Tom Apps and Phil-
lip  Desmond were just one target behind Mick, all shooting 48/50, but  that was one target 
missed too many. The AA Grade winner was Tom  Apps with Danny Wales in 2nd Place. 
Mick Ward took the A Grade prize  with Phillip Desmond a close 2nd. B Grade continued 
Laurie Poile's  good day with a win while EL P took 2nd.  Meanwhile C Grade saw  Richard 
Brown and Kyle Dark change places from the previous event  with Richard 1st and Kyle 
2nd.  Dave Hoon and Ken Skinner were the next highest scores with 45/50 but  not enough 
to get into the winners circle.  A new junior shooter, Harry Ward, still  on a steep learning 
curve, shot an excellent 31/50 and is improving  all of the time. 
  
To finish the day we had a 10 target novelty event, known at Woods Point as "that b+#-@dy 
Side  Shoot".  This resulted in a handy cash prize for Dave Hoon with Phillip  Desmond 2nd 
and Mick Ward 3rd. All in all a very pleasant day's shooting with some good scores, 
some  damn good tucker and quite a few laughs.  Very enjoyable. 

  
 
 
  The next shoot is on Sunday 
September 23rd and is the 
KING of the Mountain Single 
Barrel, Handicap and Tower 
Championships.   
Love to see you there! 
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The August shoot, L - R: Far left: Phil McDonough -   Jericho DB Points 
Champion.  Resplendent  in their Pub in the Scrub jackets and shirts, Laurie 
Poile, EL P  (John Wood), Danny Wales, Kyle Dark, Kirrily Pay - Pub in the 
Scrub  sponsor, Mick Ward, Richard Brown, Tom Apps and Phillip Desmond. 
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Owl silhouette in  
silver birch tree 

Cameron Woods is amazed 
at the level that the frost at-
tacked his bucket of water 
this winter 

Anton Rugys, enjoyed his ice-creams 
on these perfect days leading up to 
spring. 

George on his Simpson 
Desert trip.  
More photos Page 29 
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What Wind and Rain can do!!!! 

Trees across Johnson Hill Track 
after recent wind storm 

What nearly 6 inches (140mm) of rain 
does to the Goulburn River. (Late June) 
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Traditional Home 
Style Hotel 
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Hosts: Ann & Don Woods 

The Commercial Hotel, Woods Point. 
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Managing Director 

 

91 Bedford Road, East Ringwood 3135 
Phone 9870 4613  Fax 9870 9656  Mobile 0419 008 645 

Email jonmartyn@bigpond.com 
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Heartfelt get well wishes go out to John Wood who has not been well. Get well soon John. We have 
all been thinking of you. 

 
Well wishes also go out to one of our favourites Lisa Scott who has been unwell in recent times. Stay 

healthy Lisa, all our thoughts are with you. 
 

Get well wishes to anyone who has been suffering from nasty winter colds. Stay warm by the fire. 
 

To Carol Tonkin , also get well. We have all been thinking of you. 



Ramblings of a Woods Point Nature Lover. 

 
 
There are times that I never know where to start writing my nature column. In all fairness how 
much can one write exclusively about nature, issue after issue? I sincerely hope that with my 
antiquated filing system and inadequate computer skills that I don't repeat myself ridiculously.  
 
I need not despair this time though. A myriad of thoughts twirl around in my brain, and I have 
already worn out two biros tonight. I always loved writing even as a child. Once my initial en-
thusiasm kicks in there’s no stopping me. 
 
Some years winter can seem so bleak though. Fresh thoughts and ferocious writing keep my 
circulation warm. On the colder days admittedly I had to force myself to venture out on a na-
ture discovery tour for readers. Fortunately I did not have to go far from home along the heavy 
sodden pathways.  
 
Next to the old tennis court across the Goulburn there was a beautiful little baby deer lying 
peacefully asleep.. alas oh so cold and dead. It did not have a mark on it, but looked like it had 
succumbed to the elements a day or so before hand. This certainly seemed a logical explana-
tion as Woods Point had suffered some severe frosts that hung around all day. 
I thought in hindsight that maybe Mum had not been able to come back to collect her little 
fawn for some reason or other. Perhaps the grass was far too rich after recent heavy rains for 
such a little tummy? I certainly questioned what could have happened and felt sad and helpless 
that nothing could be done to reverse this situation. I walked home with a heavy heart feeling 
quite glum. 
 
Fortunately the next day I heard a flock of gregarious black cockatoos cavorting in the trees up 
the back of the old school. It cheered me up a bit. A baby cocky was squawking its head off. I 
heard this relentless racket from inside the house and went outside for a closer look. These 
cockatoos are such a wondrous sight at close range. 
 
I love the eerie sound of an owl calling out to a mate on a frosty night. I never tire of them sea-
son after season and always look out for the occasional feather that falls nearby.  Their faces 
and big eyes are so spectacular. I have a special affiliation for the brush tailed possums who 
look out for their regular pieces of apples and bread. They never fail to come for these titbits 
on cold rainy nights. The male possum casually takes these morsels from my partners hand, 
but the smaller female is still a bit wary. They sit on top of the old tin shed to eat their winter 
meal. Last year the possums used to steal the birdseed stored in a galvanised garbage bin, so I 
suppose these regular food treats are ‘guiltless compensations’ for making the birdseed bin 
possum proof– placing bricks on top of it!! We often found a fat fluffy possum sitting amidst 
the birdseed asleep in the middle of the day previously. It did look funny. 
 
Nature in Woods Point—never a dull moment. 
 
      BARB 
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¨ Fishing 

¨ 4WD Tracks 

¨ Walking Tracks 

¨ Mining Relics 

¨ Clean Mountain Air 

¨ Clear River Waters 

¨ Tennis 

¨ Mini Golf - 9 hole 

course 

¨ Trail Bike Tracks 

¨ General Store & 

Fuel 

¨ Hotel & 

Accommodation 

¨ Native fauna & 

birds 

¨ Scenic beauty  
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MOBILE LIBRARY  
WOODS POINT 

 
 Library dates coming up:  

29th August, 26th September,  
24th October, 21st November 

 
The mobile library is held at the Commer-
cial Hotel from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm. 
 
Come and borrow a book or magazine, just 
have a browse and catch up with a friend. 
Look forward to seeing you there. 
 
To order a book in advance ring Jenny 
Laskovsky on (03) 5775 2176 at the Mans-
field  Library. 
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Here is some fascinating facts for your noggin…... 

 
 
 

A great time of year we are at right now. Citrus my favourite fruit and lemons as a rule can be used with just 
about any recipe.  Marinades, squeezed on grilled fish, added to a creamy icing for a fresh banana cake or a 
slice in a cold gin and tonic.  The magic from lemons stem from their fragrance, taste and sensations, the nose 
piercing scent can send any ones recipes into mind blowing creations.  Their zest, juice, flesh and leaves are a 
balance of a perfect ingredient.  Peel slices thinly in a marinade, cook up crispy on a BBQ,  Thinly shredded 
leaves can be added to sauces, salads or the simplest of stirfrys. Here is a quick recipe for your taste buds. 
�
�
���������	��
�������	
����������������������������� ��
��	����
��� �� ���� ����� �
� �������� ����� �� ��
���� ��
� �� ����� � ����
�
�����������	��	�������������
���������������������	 ��
 
2  lamb racks       ��
	���	���	������	��
	��	�����	��	
��	����	������  
2 whole lemons      ��
	
��	�����	��� 	���	��	���!�	
����  
2 tablespoons honey     �
��"�	�� 	"�
	��
�	�	�����	����	��
�	���	�
���  
3 cloves garlic       	��!�� ���
�	����"
	
��	���� 	�������	�� 	���
�	  
1 tablespoon green peppercorns   ���	�����	#����	����	��
�	������ �	
¼ teaspoon paprika      ���$�	���	%&	����
���		'"���	
��	
4 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil  ������ �	�$��	
��	����	�	���	
����   ����!  
Fresh ground pepper to taste   
���	"���� �	#����	����	����	����� 	
��  
¼ cup breadcrumbs     �����	
�	"��$��
	
���	������!	��	
��		
Salt         �$���	#����	
��	���� ������	��
�	
��	���
	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 �� 	 "�
	 �����	 ��
�	 �	 �����!	 
����	 ����	 �
	 ( )&�		
���	)*	����
��	���	�� ���	 ����		'�
	���	*	����
��	�� 	�	���""��!	���� 	������	���$��!�	'"���+
���	��
�	'��
	�� 	���$��		��
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 ���	��	�$��	����
� 	$�!!���    (don’t for-
get the garlic) tossed in some olive oil and lemon juice.  Yum!!! 

Bicarbonate of soda aka bicarb is one the ingredients used to make baking powder, bicarb (an alkali) 
mixed with cream of tartar (an acid) gives us baking powder.  When the alkali and acid react when dis-
solved in water this creates carbon dioxide which then expands bubbles and makes our mixture rise. The 
baking powder used at home does this twice.  Once when liquid is added and then again when heated, 
Granted a light and fluffy finish. To make baking powder mix ½ tspn cream of tartar and ¼ tspn bicarb. 
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HISTORIC SNIPPETS  - Looking Back 
Gold Discovery and the start of Woods Point 
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By 1865 Woods Point had become a Borough, Patrick (Paddy) Perkins, late 
of Jamieson, was the first Mayor.  Paddy was a brewer and entrepreneur. 
He later moved to Queensland where he became a member of the Queen-
sland Parliament.  On Dec 14, 1869 Queensland's first brewery was opened 
by brothers Thomas and Paddy Perkins in Toowoomba. The business grew 
and in 1872 they purchased the City Brewery in Mary Street Brisbane. In 
1928 both breweries were taken over by the Castlemaine Brewery which 
had been established in Queensland by the Fitzgerald brothers in 1878, a 
new company was formed called Castlemaine Perkins Ltd. 
 
By the mid 1860s about 50 large mines were in full swing and hundreds of 
smaller claims, were producing gold and the towns population had in-
creased to around 2000 Woods Point now had 3 suburbs, Richmond, Picca-
dilly and Gooleys Creek, with about 30 hotels, dozens of grog shanties, 
Perkins Brewery, a Courthouse, a Police Station with a log lock up, a Hos-
pital, several doctors, a chemist, 6 banks, Post and Telegraph Office, business offices, stores, livery stables, 
churches, dancing saloons, a newspaper, The Mountaineer, soap factory, ginger beer & cordial factory, abat-
toirs & slaughterhouse, a Town Band and Mr H. Richy the Town Crier.  
 
Everything had to be carted along the narrow winding pack routes from Jamieson, including human cargo, 
children were carried in gin cases strapped to pack saddles, wives, barmaids and dancehall girls rode in pan-
niers. Or over the Yarra track by wagon, but this was impractical from late Autumn until early summer as dur-
ing this time of the year the track was either snow bound or an impassable sticky mire of mud. 

The first official discovery of gold on the Woods Point gold field was made by William Gooley in 1861, in 
the creek that would be named after him. 
In 1864 his partner Colin McDougall had a small battery constructed in pieces, to be transported to the claim.  
Unable to get a carrier they were forced to pack the machinery themselves. It took 3 long, hard months to get 
it to the site. 
Soon others followed, among them was a storekeeper by the name of Wood who set up business on the largest 
point of the spur, as the town was built around it the site became known as Woods Point.  

Left: Woods Point 
C1865. 
 
Right: Woods Point 
today. 
 
Bottom Right: 
Paddy Perkins 
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As is the fate of all boom towns Woods Point went into decline until 
the Morning Star was the last operating goldmine, but it too finally 
closed in December 1927, it was worked sporadically after that but 
with very little result. 
 
New life was breathed into the Morning Star in the 1990s and hopes were high for a revival of fortune for 
the district, however it was not to be and with the falling of gold prices once again work came to a stand-
still until April 2005. 

 

 
 

Much of Woods Point as you see it today is the new town built in 1940, the Black Friday fires of 1939 
swept through Woods Point leaving devastation in its wake,  most of the town was destroyed. Today the 
permanent population is about 40. 
 
However there is still much to see throughout the town and hidden away in the hills around Woods Point, a 
chat with Barb Miller the volunteer who runs the town Museum and a visit to the photo display at the Gen-
eral Store is a great place to start. 
 
 
 

Left: Woods 
Point goods 
transport 1870’s. 
 
Right: Morning 
Star Gold Mine 
Poppet Head 
1990. 

Left: Woods 
Point before 
the 1939 fires. 
 
Right: Fire 
engulfs Woods 
Point January 
13th 1939. 

Above: Some of the quaint buildings to be visited at Woods Point today. 

HISTORIC SNIPPETS  .. continued 



Ambulance Update 
 
Prior to last issue 5 Woods Point Ambo’s attended an 
RAV seminar at Malwala. The crew learnt about 
old and new protocols on ambulance practice, valued 
information was gained for future reference. A good 
weekend was had by all.  
Our brand new ambulance has arrived in town, it has been refurbished to our advantage. The 
equipment in the vehicle is placed better, easier access for us to retrieve equipment. The 
Woods Point crew was also issued with a new piece of equipment known as a vacuum mat-
tress. This is specifically for spinal and fracture patients. The team recently had training days 
for new protocols on equipment such as vacuum mattress. We had the opportunity to meet 
some officials that have been assigned to new positions in RAV, and to top things off the crew 
received a call out during training. There has been a few runs over the last couple of months, 
so we are urging people to stay healthy and safe, take care of each other. Until next time. 
 
Gayle Towe, Woods Point Ambulance Officer. 
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Yet more lovely 
snow photos. 
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WOODS POINT RAINFALL FIGURES FOR 2005/2007 
 

           No. of rainy days                     No. of rainy days 
 
  

 SEPTEMBER  05 146.8mm 14  SEPTEMBER  06 85mm  10 
 

 OCTOBER  05 88.8mm 18  OCTOBER  06 28mm  5 
 

 NOVEMBER  05 133mm 12  NOVEMBER  06 58.4mm 7 
 

 DECEMBER  05 71mm  9  DECEMBER  06 33.6mm 6 
 

 JANUARY  06 67mm  5  JANUARY  07 75mm  9 
 

 FEBRUARY  06 29mm  4  FEBRUARY  07 101mm 10 
 

 MARCH  06 51mm  3  MARCH  07 158mm 9 
 

 APRIL  06  188mm 16  APRIL  07  40.5mm 5 
 

 MAY  06  121mm 13  MAY  07  275mm 17 
 

 JUNE   06   47mm 10   JUNE   07   320mm 15  
  

 JULY  06  172mm 19  JULY  07  227mm 20 
 

 AUGUST  06 73mm  9  AUGUST  07 145mm 12 
 
 
 

Aggregate rainfall for 2006  =  953mm 

Aggregate rainfall for 2005  =  1636mm 

Aggregate rainfall for 2004  =  1689mm 
Aggregate rainfall for 2003  =  1790mm 
Aggregate rainfall for 2002  =  1381mm 



          

THE BIRTHDAY CLUB 
 

As our regular readers and subscribers are aware we 
have been running a birthday section in the Mountain-
eer for sometime now. As our memories seem to be fail-
ing us lately the Mountaineer Crew has now started a 
birthday book. We would like to make a mention of 
peoples birthday whenever possible. Just send your name, birthday and 
age to woodspoint@hotmail.com or drop your details off at the Woods 
Point General Store for the Mountaineer Crew. We look forward to put-
ting celebrations into print. Any photos of celebrations would also be ap-
preciated. 
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Dale Simpson celebrated his 60th milestone. Congratulations on your 60th Birth-
day Dale. Hope you enjoyed your giant card! 
 

Happy 60th to Dawn Wright, who enjoyed a celebration with family and friends 
locally at Richmond Retreat. 
 

Brandon Rodda recently celebrated his birthday. Happy Birthday goes out to you 
young fellow!! 
 

Fiona Tonkin had her birthday in July. 
 

Carol Tonkin Celebrated her birthday in August. Congratulation and hope you en-
joyed yourself. Also son Steve had his birthday in August. 
 

Gail Towe marked yet another birthday year this August.  
Enjoy your youth Gail… only two years to go! 
 

Craig Lidell had a happy birthday! We wish you birthday wishes. 
 

Jim Newland celebrated a birthday also. Happy Birthday to you Jim. 
 

Mike Thow turned 51 on 20th. August. 
 

Happy Birthday to Susie on 3rd. September 
 
 
                                                          Guess Who? 
 
 
 

      Troy Scott (Son of Billy) 
     turned 30 on 24th. July 

Breast Screen Seminar in Woods Point 
 

Part of the nursing service from Mansfield paid us local ladies a visit earlier this month to 
advertise the fact that there was a mobile screening van situated in Mansfield giving free 
Breast Screens to ladies over the age of 50. Part of the seminar was based around how to 
check for breast cancer, and what the facts and risks associated with Breast Cancer really 
are. It was a very informative session. We women from Woods Point were indeed pleased 

that we were not forgotten about when such an important issue was to be dealt with. 
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POPULATION UPDATE  -- (Approximately)  
 

....includes Gaffneys Creek, A1 Mine Settlement, Matlock, Gap Getaway and St. Clair 
 

39 adults 170 moths too many deer… oh dear!!  
3 teenagers 35 chooks 1 torquoise worm (or more) 
2 children 4 tropical fish 6 cats—minus a few ferrals 
2 roosters 5 goats 2 platypus families 
3 cockatoos 3 families of magpies 6 goldfish 
40 black house spiders 43 grey house spiders 1 cockatiel 
2 ducks 7 dogs  & 1 puppy 10 rabbits!!!! -  
foxes!! Well!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
4 geese 15 daddy long legs (we think) 3 black Rabbits!!!!!!!!Guessing!!!! 
6 goslings 5 black cockatoos a few blackbirds 
many fairy wrens a family of pardalotes scores of satin bower birds 
numerous owls in harmony a couple of wattle birds 1 bantam rooster 
2 bantam hens a riot of red browed finches a few black cockatoos who predict weather 
5 or 6 possum families the odd wild duck a flock of occasional gangs gangs  
a lonesome wonga pigeon several ravenous ravens plenty of Robin Redbreasts  
     
…………….BRER FOX & FAMILIES ……...THOUSANDS OF BUSH FLIES!!!!!!!!!!………... 
Scores of snakes...oooops….shouldn’t mention those…..several less mice, a handful of well educated bats (they live 
in the school building), several flocks of friendly King parrots, 4 gregarious family of kookaburra families, several 
fat town waddling wombats, occasional wary wallabies in the main street, a new family of galahs,  hundreds of 
lyrical lyrebirds, …amongst “many other weird and wonderous things” and we SURE DO LUV  ‘EM ALL.…  

����������	��
��	������
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JOHN, GEORGE and NORMS TRIP TO THE SIMPSON DESERT 

John Ellis and his friend Tom invited George 
Deering to join them on their adventure to the 
Simpson Desert back in January this year. 
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RAV RE-INFORCES 000 MESSAGE DURING NATIONAL CAMPAIG N 
 
Rural Ambulance Victoria (RAV) is calling on regional residents to ensure they call Triple 
Zero (000) in an emergency, warning that failing to do so could prove fatal. 
 

The warning coincides with the launch this morning of a national Triple Zero (000) awareness 
campaign. State representatives from each emergency service and other key organizations 
joined in Melbourne for the Victorian launch earlier today. 
 

The education campaign includes several national community service announcements and ad-
vertisements, including a song by children's entertainers the Hooley Dooleys, that reinforce the 
Triple Zero (000) message. 
 

'Stay focused, stay relevant, stay on the line' are the key messages of the campaign. 
 

RAV Regional General Manager Garry Cook said it is important people know what to do when 
they call Triple Zero (000) in an emergency. 
 

"You need to give the call-taker as much information as you can on your location, including 
the house number, street name and nearest cross street. This will ensure emergency services 
can get to you as quickly as possible. 
 

"Stay on the line and give as many details on the incident as you can, and ensure that you an-
swer all questions you are asked." 
 

Mr. Cook also urged regional Victorians not to misuse Triple Zero (000). 
 

"For every genuine call to Triple Zero there is another call which is not genuine because it 
does not relate to an emergency, has been misdialed or is malicious. These calls have the po-
tential to delay the response to genuine calls." 
 

Funded by the Australian Government through the Australian Communications and Media Au-
thority and state Emergency Service Organizations, the national Triple Zero (000) campaign 
will bolster the education and awareness programs that Victorian Police, Fire and Ambulance 
services undertake across the state.  
 

The three important things to remember when calling Triple Zero (000) are: 
 

1. When you call Triple Zero (000) an operator will ask you what service you require. 
 

2. Simply say 'Police', 'Fire' or 'Ambulance'. If you are calling from a mobile phone you will 
need to provide the state and town the emergency is in. 
 

3. Once you have been connected to the appropriate service stay on 
the line and provide as much information to the operator as possible. 
If you are calling from a fixed phone and you need to leave for 
safety reasons, leave the phone off the hook. 
 

Media information: Jessica Smith 
Rural Ambulance Victoria 
(03) 5338 5214                20 August 2007 
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ADVERTISING RATES               (03) 5777 8220 
 

Advertising rates for the Mountaineer are as follows:- 
Full Page $12.00.............Half Page $6.00..............Quarter Page $3.00 

Small for sale adverts etc $2.00...............Business Cards $3.00 
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In the unique atmosphere of nostalgia and casual elegance, you can enjoy a drink by open fires in the 
beautiful red gum bar and dine in the relaxed charm and candle-light of “Ellie’s” Licensed Restaurant.  
“The Ballroom” offers music, dancing and bistro-style meals while the “Riverandah” Café has  
alfresco riverside dining.  Weddings and special functions can be superbly catered for in this spacious, 
romantic setting. 
 

This Country Inn nestles in acres of garden and parkland on the Steavenson River, just an easy stroll 
to the Marysville shops, a 4 km walk to the spectacular flood-lit waterfalls, or a 15 min drive to Lake 
Mountain, Victoria’s premier cross-country snow skiing area,  great package deals for 4 wheel drive 
and trail bike clubs to explore tracks in the Marysville to Woods Point regions. 
 

Located only 90 kms from Melbourne, it is a very picturesque drive on the Maroondah Highway, past 
many Yarra Valley wineries to Healesville, continuing through the famous Black Spur to Marysville, 
the perfect halfway stop to Woods Point, for great coffee and cake, “good value” snacks and meals.  
Marysville to Woods Point 1 and a half hours. 
 

Accommodation is offered in 1 or 2 bedroom ensuite units, or delightful 2-3 bedrooms self contained 
cedar cottages...all set in parkland.  Continental or full breakfast available.   Reasonable rates. 
 

 

— some great artists!!  
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More to come  —  check our website at: www.crosswaysmarysville.com.au/entertainment.htm 
 
 

“ Crossways” is an intriguing and enticing place, abounding with stories, collectables and old world 
charm… home away from home. 
 

Your Hosts Pam and Greg    ….    Crossways Historic Country Inn    ….    
 

4 Woods Point Road, Marysville  Vic  3779.     Email:  crossways.marysville@bigpond.com  
Bookings and Enquiries:  Ph. (03) 5963 3290      Website:  www.crosswaysmarysville.com.au  
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Woods Point Progress Association  

Inc A0007312C                ABN 57 908 510 230 
P. O.  WOODS POINT   3723 

Secretary:  Amy Roberts      President:  Tony Rugys   Ph. 5777 8245 
 
 

QUARTERLY MOUNTAINEER SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
I/We would like to subscribe to the Mountaineer 
 
 
 
Last Name......................................................First Name....................................................... 
 
Address................................................................................................................................... 
 
.......................................................................Post Code....................Phone........................... 
 
  1 Mountaineer    $ 3.00 
  Plus Postage & Envelope  $ 2.00 
 
        $ 5.00 
 
 
 
  12 Months Mountaineer  $12.00 
  Plus Postage & Envelope  $8.00 
 
     TOTAL  $20.00 
 
 
  Total Enclosed    $ 
 
 
 
Please send cheque or money order only if sent by mail.  Please send to the above address made 
payable to the Woods Point Progress Association.  Thank you. 
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