BY JOHN KENNEDY

irtually all of Victoria’s
historic goldhields are
receiving exploration
artention encouraged by the nise
in the gold price and relatively
access to speculanve or nisk
capital,

Among the sites experienc-
mg renewed activiry 1s the Mormn-
ing Star mine at Woods Point,
in isolared mountain country
120km north cast of Melbourne.

Mount Conqueror Miner-
als, which has held the mine area
under hicence tor a decade or so,
has launched a significant etfort
to gain underground access by
reclaiming the main shatr.

The company recently
adopred Morning Star Gold as
IS NCW name.

The enthusiasm tor the Mom-
ing Star s understandable.

From its discovery in 1861
until it closed in 1963, the mine
produced at least 2741 of gold
ata published recovered grade
of 24.5¢/t. while the bartery
tailings contained berween 2gh
and 6g/t.

Gold Mines of Australia, the
eastern gold mining division of
then WMC, mostly mined the
operation from the 1940s through
to closure.

A geological survey ol the
last phase of mining prepared in
the mid 1990s shows conving-
ingly that the Star closed down
for reasons other than lack of
gold.

For instance, there are more
than 600 auriferous drill hole
intersections identified within

Will the Star
rise again?

the mine area, which extends
from surface to 24 level at abour
1 100m depth, that were never
tollowed up.

It was traditional to develop
every second or third level and
production would be sourced by
underhand stoping off winzes or
rising off sub-levels.

Extensive manual handling
of ore led to high mining costs.,
For instance, some ore was hand
shovelled eight times before ir
gor to surface!

Encouraged by the wealth of
historical data, Morning Star
Gold 1s dewatering, hiring statf
and has secured the 6 level ar
about 185m below surface.

Mmine manager Ray Wright
savs he has a team of five local
miners engaged on the shaft recov-
Lry “.'[I‘l'k‘u- ..iI.“l.i Is l"h'.I'll..’L:[]l'lj.’, fiy
gain access down to the ¥ level
(at about 500m) by Apnil.

In its long mining
history the

Morning Star has
produced over 27t
of gold, mostly at
very high grades

The zones above 3 level were
very rich, often 40g/t and were
not always mined out.

Moreover, some zones were
filled with “low grade material™
averaging 7g/t to 8ght.

The principal targer of the
shaft rehabilitation program is
to test a zone known as “the
gap”, which is repetitions of the
ladder vein stockwork system

The Morning Star headframe from the Rossarden mine in lasmania is
the focus of a current shaft dewatering and rehabilitation program to
gain access down to about 500m.

between the 200m and 600m
section of the mine, which was
neither intensively explored nor
mined hisrorically,

A 2005 geologcal deprh/smmke
mandel proposed targets of grearer
than 4Moz below the 200m level.
The rehabilitation of the main
shafr in addirion to sampling
extensions to the known miner-
alised systems will create under-
ground diamond drilling plat-
forms to test the gap zone,

The Morning Star dyke is a
substannial structure, mined down
to 1 100m with a strike length

of 750m. The dvke zone meas-
ures between 60m and 115man
width.

Hisrorically the mine was
worked from surface o 50m,
from 120m to 230m and from
500m to 700m. The effecrive
mining zone was only 360m our
of the 1100m drilled depth with
rthis section producing up 1o
SO000z Aufm.,

Some drill holes historically
produced only low gold values,
vet mining adjacent to them
revealed visible and pavable
gold.



